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bella enjoyed more happiness during the ensuing years as
the wife of Lor first lord than in her -wretched qubonship. She
had peveral chiLlron, and might have iinidhed her life serenely
but fur litT fooli-s'i pride. Dtliserable as she had been as queen of
"England, ^he wns vorr much elated by the title, and at last de- *
dared she could not bear that the man she owned as her husband
should kneel in homage to the king of France. Louis VIII., who
had contested the cr</vm of England with king John, was dead,
and his son Louis IX., known as Saint Louis, on the throne of
Prance. He was worthy of his surname, from his many virtues j
but Isabella, ihe count ess-queen, fancying his goodness was weak-
ness, never let her husband have any peace until she had stirred
up a foolish war, and caused Tirm to revolt to her son. When
St. Louis, who was a skilTul general, beat them both into better
behaviour by his victory at Taillebourg, and both renewed homage
for their French provinces, Isabella hired an assassin to stab the
king of France. As soon as discovery impended, she fled to
Fontevraud, where the nuns hid her in the '* secret chamber" of
the convent. King Louis forgave all offences, but the piide of
Isabella was so much hurt that she died at her retreat of Fon-
tevraud a few weeks after, acknowledging her many sins, and
requesting, out of penitence, to be humbly interred in the church-
yard, 1246. When her son Henry HE. was shown her lowly tomb
some years afterwards, among those of common folk, he had her
body removed into the stately church, laid by Henry H. and
Eleanora of Aquitaine, and raised a tomb with the fine portrait
statue, still in high preservation, showing her great beauty of
features and form.

Her husband, the count de la Marche, survived her many years,
and took the cross in the last crusade under St. Louis, under
whom he died, valiantly. Isabella's numerous family were sent
to England, and provided for by her eldest son, Henry ITT They
were all very unpopular, haughty, and troublesome.